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Expo 2026: One Decade of 
Accelerating Mobility Innovation

GENERAL

Europe’s automotive industry is at a turning point—facing tougher competition, shifting consumer 
needs, and stricter regulations. Innovation isn’t optional—it’s essential. Since 2016, STARTUP 
AUTOBAHN has connected startups and corporates to tackle real-world challenges. Expo 2026 stays 
true to this mission, showcasing case studies, tangible impact, and cutting-edge solutions.

– Europe's Ultimate Event for Corporates and Startups in Automotive 
Join the largest gathering of startups and corporations driving innovation together. 

– Insights from Key Decision-Makers & Tech Experts 
Hear from the most influential voices in mobility innovation—all in one place. 

– Connect with Global Automotive Leaders 
Engage with top executives and R&D units from leading OEMs and Tier-1 suppliers. 

– Showcase of Breakthrough Innovations 
Discover the latest collaborative projects in the automotive sector and beyond. 

– Unmatched Networking & Inspiring Content 
Experience a vibrant mix of networking, showcases, and talks across three stages, all 
set in a stunning venue in Stuttgart—the birthplace of the automobile. 

– Meaningful Connections on Critical Topics 
Take advantage of exclusive opportunities to collaborate with suppliers, customers, and 
competitors in focused discussions.

What to expect at Expo 2026

Date
Thursday, Jul/02 2026

Location
Im Wizemann, Stuttgart, DE

Agenda

• Main Stage 
Executive Voices, Keynotes, Panels, Fireside 
Chats, Highlight Projects 

• Side Stage 
Beyond Mobility (Global Plug and Play Offices) 

• Side Events 

Investor Event, Workshops & Roundtables, etc. 

• Startup Showcase 
Display of recent collaboration projects with 
startups and partner corporations 

• Networking
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About STARTUP AUTOBAHN 
powered by Plug and Play

GENERAL

The story goes back to 2016 …  

on a sunny day in Sunnyvale, California, when Plug and Play hosted a 
high-level delegation from Mercedes-Benz (formerly Daimler).  

Founder and CEO Saeed Amidi shared how corporations integrate startup 
technologies, sparking the idea to blend Silicon Valley’s entrepreneurial 
spirit with German engineering. 

The meeting closed with a handshake and a bold vision: to create a 
Silicon Valley–inspired ecosystem in Germany, involving the entire value 
chain of automotive. 

Just months later, STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play was 
born in Stuttgart, the birthplace of the automobile, founded by Mercedes-
Benz, Plug and Play Tech Center, ARENA2036, and the University of 
Stuttgart. 

Mercedes-Benz’s interest sparked a domino effect, attracting dozens of 
leading automotive companies as partners. For a decade now, STARTUP 
AUTOBAHN has been connecting startups with corporates, and the 
results of their collaborations are showcased at our annual Expo.

As part of Plug and Play Tech Center, STARTUP 
AUTOBAHN belongs to a global innovation 
platform operating from 60+ locations 
worldwide. Plug and Play is known as the most 
active early stage investor globally and invested 
in more than 200 future-thinking companies, 
such as PayPal, Dropbox, and N26, per year.

400+
Program Startups Accelerated 
(since 2016)

20+
Corporate Partners

25%
Implementation Rate

35+
Pilot Projects Showcased 
at Expo*

120+
International Speakers 
at Expo

1,500+
Invite-Only Guests

* on average showcased at an 	
	 Expo event
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Corporate Partners

GENERAL

Founding Partners

Anchor Partners Ecosystem Partners
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Ola Källenius, Chairman of the Board 
of Management of Daimler AG and 

Mercedes-Benz AG

Panel with Winfried Hermann, 
Minister of Transport 
State of Baden-Württemberg; Jan-
Maarten De Vries, President Fleet 
Management Solutions 
at Bridgestone Mobility Solutions; 
Barbara Wittenberg, CTO at 
1KOMMA5°; Dr. Jan Krönig, Head of 
Global Procurement Indirect 
Materials and Services Daimler 
Truck & Buses at Daimler Truck AG

Mike Massimino, Astronaut, 
Professor and Actor, Columbia 
University

Barbara Frenkel, Member of the 
Executive Board, Procurement at 
Porsche AG

Dr. Stefan Hartung, CEO at 
Robert Bosch

Cem Özdemir, Member of the 
German Parliament, Bündnis 90/Die 

Grünen,  at EXPO Day 6



6

Expo 2026 Im Wizemann StuttgartJul/02 2026/ /

STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Companies represented 
at our Expos

GENERAL

1KOMMA5° 
ADAC 
AGC 
Airbus Ventures 
Aleph Alpha 
Aston Martin 
AUDI 
Austrian Airlines 
Balluff 
BASF 
Bentley 
BMW Group 
BorgWarner 
Bosch 
BP 
Bridgestone Mobility 
Solutions 
Bugatti Rimac 

Cariad 
Carl Zeiss  
CEAT  
Cellforce 
Celonis 
Coca-Cola 
Continental  
Cox Automotive 
Cummins 
Daimler Trucks 
Deutsche Lufthansa  
Deutz 
DPDHL 
DSV 
Ducati 
DXC Technologies 
Earlybird VC 
Eberspächer 

Einride  
EmbraerX 
Ferrari 
Formula 1 
FORVIA 
Ford 
French Trade Agency 
Fraunhofer 
Fujitsu 
GEA Group 
Gentex 
Georg Fischer 
Global Industry Club 
Global Alliance Automotive 
Google 
Group Börse Stuttgart 
Grupo Antolin 
Hero MotoCorp 

Honeywell Aerospace 
HPE 
Huawei 
HUF Group 
Hutchinson 
Hyundai Motor Group 
IBM 
Iveco Group 
Jaguar Land Rover 
Kärcher 
KIA Europe 
Lamborghini 
Le Mans Tech 
Liebherr 
Lincoln International 
Linde 
Logitech 
MAHLE 

MANN+HUMMEL 
Maxion 
Mercedes-Benz AG 
Michelin 
Microsoft 
Motherson 
MSX International 
Murata  
Nemak 
Next Group 
NEXUS Automotive 
International 
NIO 
Nissan Motor Corporation 
Nokia 
Novelis 
NXP Semiconductors 
Pirelli 

Plastic Omnium 
Porsche 
Rackspace Technology 
REIFF 
SABIC 
SAP 
Schaeffler 
Sekisui 
Shell 
SICK AG 
Siemens  
Škoda Auto  
Sony 
Stellantis 
Strabag 
Sulzer 
Suzuki 
T-Systems 

Tesla 
thyssenkrupp 
Togg 
TOYOTA 
TRUMPF 
Varta 
Volkswagen 
Volvo Group 
Webasto 
Wieland Group 
Zenzic 
ZF 
and many more 



Speakers Announced
Introducing our first wave of confirmed speakers and 
moderators for our 10th-anniversary celebration. 

Join these industry titans in Stuttgart as we 
celebrate a decade of innovation and look toward 
what's next.

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgartGENERAL
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Tentative Agenda
Throughout the day there will be more than three 
stages with exciting content, various invite-only side 
events, roundtables, workshops, and of course the 
project exhibition and several networking 
opportunities.

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgartGENERAL
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STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Doors 
Open

12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00

12:30 PM

Opening 
Ceremony

01:30 PM
Main 
Stage

03:00 PM

Cross Industry 
Stage

03:00 PM

Closing
06:00 PM

Dinner 
& Drinks

07:00 PM

Startup 
Pitches

tbd

Roundtables
tbd
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Im Wizemann

SETUP

A unique mix of industrial architecture and creative atmosphere, where 
industry meets the future of artistic creativity.
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Leadership

GENERAL

Saeed 
Amidi
Founder and CEO 
Plug and Play Tech Center

Saeed is a seasoned investor and executive with over 30 
years of experience growing businesses in numerous 
industries, including real estate, bottled water, packaging, 
and technology investing.  

Following the early success of his various businesses, The 
Amidi Group initially purchased a building in Palo Alto and 
decided to rent the extra office spaces to startups. 

As the CEO and founder of Plug and Play, Saeed applies 
his passion for the tech industry daily by working with 
forward-thinking partners and the best global startups to 
facilitate positive change worldwide. 

Similar to his unexpected success with the “Lucky 
Building,” Saeed considered himself lucky overall when he 
moved to Silicon Valley in the late 70s, where he was then 
unaware of the ecosystem it would become.

Sascha 
Karimpour
Partner at Plug and Play Tech Center 
Co-Founder STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Sascha studied Management in Silicon Valley, where he gained 
experience working with three startups and the Amidi Group. 

He later established the U.S. subsidiary of a German SME in 
Chicago, successfully transforming a traditional business into a 
North American market leader over 11 years. 

Returning to the Amidi Group, Sascha co-founded the open 
innovation platform STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and 
Play in collaboration with founding partners Mercedes-Benz 
AG, the University of Stuttgart, Plug and Play Tech Center, and 
ARENA2036. 

With over 25 corporate partners and 400+ program startups, 
Plug and Play's Stuttgart Mobility location has grown to become 
the world's most active corporate-startup collaboration 
platform. 

Sascha now also oversees Plug and Play operations in 
Germany, Austria, Uzbekistan, and Armenia.



Media

expo2026.pnptc.events

STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgartMEDIA
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Each year, media highlights cutting-edge trends and breakthrough mobility solutions 
showcased at STARTUP AUTOBAHN Expo. For journalists, editors, and other media 
representatives, this event is the perfect opportunity to cover the latest innovations, tech 
trends, and startup success stories.



13

Expo 2026 Im Wizemann StuttgartJul/02 2026/ /

Target Audience

MEDIA

Expo 2026 will bring together OEMs, Tier 1 suppliers, startups, investors, 
and public officials—the key players who shape the future of mobility and 
develop practical strategies.

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Senior OEM Leaders

Tech Experts Entrepreneurs

Tier 1 & Tech Executives

Startup Founders

Press

Investors

Universities & Research Institutes

Politicians & Public Offices
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Media Outreach

GENERAL

Through our events and community on our social media channels, we can 
reach mobility and innovation experts globally.

30
Media Publications

10
Media & Community Partners

103k
Social Impressions

10k
Email Newsletter Subscribers

25k
Website Views

STARTUP AUTOBAHN  
powered by Plug and Play 

23k followers on LinkedIn, Instagram, X 

Plug and Play Tech Center 

130k followers on LinkedIn, Instagram, X 

Expo Website 

25k Website Views 

7,8k Unique Visitors

7.8k
Unique Website Visitors
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Expo Coverage

MEDIA

Discover key media highlights from the DACH region and beyond, featuring 
STARTUP AUTOBAHN and Plug and Play executives, partners, and startups.  

Browse our selection of press releases, interviews, podcasts, and 
reportages. 

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Click the logos for more information
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STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Social Media Audience

MEDIA

Insights into the demographics of STARTUP AUTOBAHN's 
followers (20K+).

Industries
Others

Motor Vehicle Parts Manufacturing 

Higher Education

Venture Capital

Software Development

Business Consulting and Services

IT Services & IT Consulting

Motor Vehicle Manufacturing

Seniority 
Level

Others

Partner

Owner

VP

CXO

Manager

Director

Entry

Senior
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What media say about 
STARTUP AUTOBAHN

MEDIA

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

“Innovation is the future. And the future is written by 
STARTUP AUTOBAHN, the innovation platform for 
mobility startups.“

— Automotive World

“Das Ziel von Startup Autobahn: Nationale wie 
internationale Jungunternehmer für den Technologie-
Standort Stuttgart gewinnen.“

— Business Insider

“Die STARTUP AUTOBAHN ist eine typisch schwäbische 
Idee. Mate-Tee und Fritz-Kola gibt es nur, wenn auch 
etwas dabei herauskommt. Hier wird nicht nur 
gequatscht, hier kommen die Konzernvertreter mit 
Budgets.”

— Handelsblatt

— Automobilwoche

“Vor sieben Jahren etablierte der ehemalige Daimler-
Chef Dieter Zetsche in Stuttgart die Innovationsplattform 
STARTUP AUTOBAHN. Mit 29 Partnern aus der 
Autobranche und knapp 300 gerasteten Start-ups ist die 
Plattform die bekannteste ihrer Art in Europa.“

— Bloomberg

“The program has already successfully connected startups with 
established brands to activate powerful new concepts in areas 
such as battery charging, supply-chain and materials 
management, smart mobility, efficient manufacturing, recycling, 
and enterprise CO2 reduction.“

STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

— Financial Times 
	 & Sifted

#4 
Leading Startup Hubs (DE) 

#6 in Europe
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STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

What industry leaders 
say about Expo

MEDIA

Social media highlights from industry leaders, C-level executives, and 
board members in the automotive sector.
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STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Photo & Video Coverage

MEDIA

High-quality, professional visual content for media features, social media 
engagement, and post-event promotion.

Official Aftermovie

Featuring insights and statements from C-Level 
executives, board members of leading automotive 
companies, startup founders, and Plug and Play leaders.

4’19

Recap Video 0’36

Stage Program 
Live Broadcast

5’00’00
Image Gallery

pictures.startup-autobahn.com/Expo2025/
Expo2025-Pictures

expo2025.pnptc.events/rearview/fbxjc65svtfxvo
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Media Partnership

MEDIA

Join us as a Media Partner and benefit from Expo 2026 visibility. 

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Your Logo on 
the Main Stage

Panel Moderation

Exclusive Innovation Tour

Social Media Engagement

Interviews with top-level guests

Networking



Partnership 
Opportunities
We’d love to collaborate with you on a Media 
Partnership that benefits both of us. This partnership 
is based on exchanging resources and expertise, 
without any financial transactions involved. 

We’re open to discussing different ways we can work 
together.

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgartMEDIA

21
STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Here is what you get as a 
Media Partner

• Recognition as Media Partner across event materials (website, 
presentations, videos) 

• Logo display on the main stage video screen 

• Banner in email newsletters to promote your event or subscription 

• Direct contact at STARTUP AUTOBAHN for interview scheduling with 
speakers  

• Free Access to the Expo 

• Opportunity to moderate or participate in panels (subject to 
confirmation) 

• Media partner mentioning at the opening ceremony 

• Distribution of your materials at the event (e.g., magazines, 
subscriptions) 

• Coverage shared across our social media, website, and newsletter 
with a link to your website 

• Shoutouts in recap posts as a media partner

What we kindly ask from our 
Media Partners

• Promote our event across your platforms and channels. 

• Write and share articles highlighting the showcased startups and their 
projects. 

• Publish our press release, feature an article, or an interview with STARTUP 
AUTOBAHN team members, Expo participants, or event speakers on your 
website and social media.  

• Conduct a live podcast or create a video reportage for your TV or YouTube 
channel at the event.
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STARTUP AUTOBAHN powered by Plug and Play

Find out more about Expo 2026 
and join us on July 2 here: 
expo2026.pnptc.events 

plugandplaytechcenter.com/locations/stuttgart

Interested in finding 
out more about us?

MEDIA

If you want to have a look at our previous EXPOs (in person) to get an idea of what 
you can expect, visit the following websites:

In case you have any questions, ideas or want to be an active part in our upcoming 
STARTUP AUTOBAHN EXPO, feel free to reach out.

expo2025.pnptc.events expo9.pnptc.events

expo2024.pnptc.events expo8.pnptc.events

expo2023.pnptc.events expo7.pnptc.events

expo2022.pnptc.events expo6.pnptc.events

expo10.pnptc.events expo5.pnptc.events

Julia Schimpf 

PR & Communications Manager • Program | STARTUP AUTOBAHN 
Plug and Play 

+49 (0) 151 16059571 
j.schimpf@pnptc.com

Visit the website of our upcoming Expo and save your spot.

expo2026.pnptc.events startup-autobahn.com
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